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Introduction 
The National Measurement Institute (NMI) is seeking submissions from stakeholders on a proposal to 

revise its current policy on acceptance of test results for pattern approval applications. 

Under current arrangements, NMI does not normally accept manufacturer’s test results. 

Under the proposed revised policy, NMI will articulate a risk-based approach to the acceptance of test 

results from all laboratory facilities, including those affiliated with manufacturers, that: 

 have relevant accreditation to ISO/IEC 17025;  

 can demonstrate successful completion of an appropriate peer assessment process 

This new approach is expected to reduce the regulatory burden on business and support innovation. 

Background 

What is trade measurement? 
NMI, a division of the Australian Government Department of Industry, Innovation and Science, 

administers the National Measurement Act 1960 (the Act). 

The Act establishes a national system of units and standards of measurement and provides for their 

uniform use throughout Australia to ensure traceability of measurement.  

The Act also regulates transactions involving measurement, including sales of measured quantities 

and packaged goods, and sets out specific requirements for measuring instruments used for trade.  

Consistency and certainty in measurement supports fair and open competition. It provides a level 

playing field for business by ensuring that all market participants, irrespective of their size or financial 

strength, follow the same rules and have equal opportunity to compete.  

A measuring instrument is being used for trade if it is used in determining the consideration in respect 

of a transaction or in determining the amount of a tax. In Australia, the Act requires that all measuring 

instruments used for trade must be pattern-approved and verified.  

What is pattern approval? 
Pattern approval confirms that a measuring instrument’s design meets relevant documentary 

standards1 and performs as intended over a range of environmental and operating conditions.  

Manufacturers, importers and suppliers that wish to supply and sell trade measuring instruments in 

Australia are required to ensure those instruments have a pattern approval certificate from NMI. NMI 

examines the designs of instruments, including associated test results, against relevant standards 

and issues certificates for pattern approval that are internationally recognised. NMI may also appoint 

Approving Authorities to examine measuring instruments and produce test reports for pattern 

approval. 

When reviewing pattern approval applications for trade measuring instruments already approved in 

another country, NMI recognises test reports issued in accordance with the International Organisation 

for Legal Metrology’s framework for mutual acceptance arrangements and can also accept certain 

other test results based on a risk analysis.  

  

                                                      
1 A documentary standard provides requirements, specifications, guidelines or characteristics that can be used consistently to 
ensure that materials, products, processes and services are fit for their purpose. (www.iso.org). 

http://www.iso.org/iso/home/standards.htm
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Current Policy 
In general, when assessing test results for pattern approval purposes, NMI currently requires that the 

tests have been undertaken by a laboratory that: 

 is accredited against ISO/IEC 17025 in the relevant field of testing by an International 

Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC) signatory (such as NATA) 

 undertakes tests and issues test reports in accordance with pattern approval documents 

and/or international standards specified by the Chief Metrologist 

 is independent of any manufacturer 

However, decisions regarding the acceptance of test results are made on a case by case basis 

subject to the judgement of NMI technical experts. For example: 

 NMI retains the discretion to accept test reports from a National Metrological Authority that 

may not have a third party ILAC accreditation to ISO/IEC 17025 

 in the limited number of cases where there is an absence of an independent testing facility 

capable of carrying out the necessary tests, NMI may accept test results from testing facilities 

affiliated with a manufacturer. In such cases, the testing must be performed under the 

supervision of a National Metrological Authority.  

Proposed Revision 
Under the proposed revision to the policy, NMI would clearly articulate and formalise its risk-based 

approach to the acceptance of test results from external testing facilities. 

Appropriate levels of scrutiny would be applied, and decisions made, based on the level of risk 

associated with acceptance of test results from each category of testing facility. 

The requirements relevant to the consideration of test results from each category of testing facility 

would include such matters as: 

 the scope of accreditation of the testing facility 

 the governance structure of the testing facility 

For example, under this arrangement NMI would assign a lower level of risk to the test results 

received from Approving Authorities appointed by NMI than that assigned to testing facilities that have 

been peer assessed or are covered by mutual acceptance agreements between NMI and 

international counterparts.  

This new approach would allow NMI to consider test results from all laboratory facilities, including 

those affiliated with manufacturers, that: 

 have relevant accreditation to ISO/IEC 17025  

 can demonstrate successful completion of an appropriate peer assessment process 

Any potential short term uncertainty arising from this change in policy would be addressed through 

suitable transition arrangements.  

This new policy will not affect the requirement for trade measuring instruments to be pattern approved 

and verified. 
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Questions for Manufacturers and Suppliers of Measuring 

Instruments 
 

1. What are the benefits to your business, associated with the current policy? 

 

2. What are the disadvantages to your business, associated with the current policy? 

 

3. Do you perceive that there are delays associated with Pattern Approval process 

based on NMI’s current policy? If yes, please provide details.  

 

4. What would be the benefits to your business under the proposed change in policy?  

 

5. What would be the risks to your business under the proposed change in policy? 

 

6. Do you think the proposed change in policy would result in reducing any associated 

delay costs for your business? If yes, please provide details. 

 

7. Are there any other impacts, both positive and negative to your business that would 

occur as a result of implementing this proposed risk based policy? If yes, please 

provide details. 

Next Steps 
The feedback from this consultation will inform the revision of NMI’s policy for acceptance of test 

results for pattern approval purposes. The key elements of the policy will be communicated via a 

response paper, to be published by NMI in early 2018. 
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Providing Your Feedback 
The National Measurement Institute (NMI) invites submissions to inform the review of acceptance 

criteria for test results for pattern approval.  

The public consultation process will commence on 1 November 2017, with the closing date for 

submissions and comments 30 November 2017. 

Key questions have been provided in this paper, and are replicated in the online submission form, to 

facilitate and focus submissions. Attachments, providing supporting evidence, may also be included. 

Your submission must reach NMI by 11.59 PM AEST on 30 November 2017. 

The Department prefers responses to the consultation paper are submitted online through the 

Department’s consultation hub. 

Alternatively, submissions can be made by downloading a form from the Department’s consultation 

hub and: 

 emailing to NMILegalMetrologyPolicy@measurement.gov.au with the subject heading 

‘Review of Acceptance Criteria’ and your company or individual name; or 

 posting to Legal Metrology Branch, National Measurement Institute, 36 Bradfield Rd, West 

Lindfield NSW 2070, marked Attention: ‘Review of Acceptance Criteria’ 

All information (including name and address) contained in formal submissions may be made available 

to the public on the Department’s consultation hub following the close of submissions, unless you 

request for your submission to be treated confidentially. 

For this purpose, automatically generated confidentiality statements in emails will not be viewed as a 

request to consider your submission as confidential. 

Providing a confidential submission 
If you wish to make a confidential submission, please complete the commercial-in-confidence 

submission form that is available on the Department’s consultation hub. 

A request made under the Freedom of Information Act 1982 (Cth) for a submission marked 

‘confidential’ to be made available will be determined in accordance with that Act. 
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